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Stanford Seeks Home Court

Cardinal takes on nation's No. 1 team on final regular season weekend

Friday « Maples Pavilion * 7 p.m.

No. 1 UC Irvine (22-4, 17-3) at No. 4 Stanford (20-9, 13-7)

Saturday * Maples Pavilion * 7 p.m.

No. 9 UCLA (13-14, 9-11) at Stanford

2009 Schedule
(20-9, 13-7)

Date Opponent Time
JANUARY...
9 (Fri.) BYU (1) W, 3-0

Long Beach State (1) W, 3-1
10 (Sat.) Cal State Northridge (1) L,1-3
14 (Wed.) at Pacific* W, 3-0
16 (Fri.) at Ohio State W, 3-0
17 (Sat.) at Ball State W, 3-0
23 (Fri.) atUSC* L, 0-3
24 (Sat.) at Pepperdine* L,0-3

30 (Fri.) vs. Long Beach State* (M) W, 3-2
31 (Sat.) vs. UC San Diego* (B) W, 3-1

FEBRUARY...

5 (Thur) at UCLA* L,2-3
6 (Fri.)  at UC Irvine* L,0-3
13 (Fri.) vs. Pepperdine* (M) W, 3-1
14 (Sat.) vs. USC* (B) L, 0-3
20 (Fri.) at Cal State Northridge* L,1-3
21 (Sat.) at UC Santa Barbara* W, 3-2
26 (Thur.) at Hawai’i* W, 3-0
28 (Sat.) at Hawai’i* W, 3-0
MARCH...

3 (Tue.) vs. UC Santa Cruz (B) W, 3-0
6 (Fri.)  vs. Lewis (M) W, 3-0
7 (Sat.)  vs. Lewis (B) W, 3-1
21 (Sat.) vs. Cal Baptist (B) L, 0-3

27 (Fri.) vs. Cal St. Northridge* (M) W, 3-1
28 (Sat.) vs. UC Santa Barbara* (M) W, 3-1

31 (Tue.) vs. Pacific* (M) W, 3-0
APRIL...

3 (Fri.)  at Long Beach State* W, 3-2
4 (Sat.) at UC San Diego* W, 3-1
10 (Fri)) vs. BYU* (M) L,2-3
11 (Sat.) vs. BYU* (M) W, 3-0
17 (Fri.) vs. UC Irvine* (M) 7 p-m.
18 (Sat.) vs. UCLA* (M) 7 p-m.
25 (Sat.) MPSF First Round TBA
30 (Thur.) MPSF Semifinals TBA
MAY...

2 (Sat.)  MPSF Final TBA

7 (Thur.) NCAA Semis (Provo, Utah) TBA
9 (Sat.) NCAA Final (Provo, Utah) TBA

All times listed are Pacific

* Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
(B) at Burnham Pavilion

(M) at Maples Pavilion

(1) UCSB/Elephant Bar Invitational
bold indicates home match

This Week

The No. 4 Stanford men’s volleyball team heads into the final weekend of the regular
season seeking advantageous positioning for the upcoming Mountain Pacific Sports
Federation tournament. Stanford, which has won 12 of its past 14 matches, can end up with
any seed from Nos. 3-6. A season goal has been to finish among the top four in conference
play and earn homecourt for the first round of the eight-team event, which would be played
April 25. Victories against No. 1 UC Irvine (22-4, 17-3), on Friday, and No. 9 UCLA (13-
14, 9-11), on Saturday, would ensure such a result. A loss in either match would require help
from Hawai’i in its pair against visiting USC.

On the Internet

Live video streaming and live stats are available for both matches. The free webcasts can
be found on gostanford.com. The “Watch” link can be found next to the match listing in the
Calendar of Events on the main page or the men’s volleyball page. Live stats are available via
Gametracker. The link can also can be found on the Calendar of Events on gostanford.com.

Stanford vs. No. 1

When Stanford plays host to No. 1 UC Irvine on Friday, it will mark the Cardinal’s first
match against a No. 1 team this year. The last time Stanford played a No. 1 was Feb. 23, 2008
when it beat top-ranked BYU, in Provo, 35-33, 30-22, 31-29. Spencer McLachlin had a team-
high 16 kills and Kawika Shoji had 53 assists while handing the Cougars their first loss of the
season.

Until then, Stanford had lost nine consecutive matches to No. 1 teams, dating back to 2003.
Included in that streak were four at home, with three at Maples Pavilion.

The last time Stanford beat a No. 1 team at home was Jan. 21, 2001, when the No. 8
Cardinal knocked off Pepperdine, 30-28, 25-30, 26-30, 30-28, 15-13, at Maples Pavilion.
Josh Lukens had 70 assists and Curt Toppel had a match-high 30 kills. Stanford fell behind in
the final set, 10-6 and 13-11, but scored the final four points to win the match.

Shoji Believed to Hold National Record

We’re still checking, but it’s believed that Erik Shoji’s total of 410 digs this season is a
national record. The NCAA has just begun keeping official records for men’s volleyball this
year, so there is no official source of past standards. However, in researching the record books
of most of the major-college teams, no team so far has been found to have a higher total than
Shoji’s. The second-highest total found so far is the Stanford record that Shoji broke last
weekend, Scott Fortune’s 379 from 1986. Shoji is the runaway national leader in digs this
season, far ahead of second-place Dustin Watten of Long Beach State, who has 331.

Shoji has exceeded 20 digs in seven matches, with a school-record single-match high of 26
in a four-set home victory over No. 2 Pepperdine on Feb. 13. Shoji also had 23 in only three
sets, a sweep of Hawai’i in his home state on Feb. 28. Taking only the totals of his seven 20-
dig matches, Shoji would have 170, placing him 26th in the country.

See it Again
Erik Shoji’s kick-assist dig against UC San Diego was chosen by ESPN as No. 3 in its
Plays of the Week. The play has more than 185,000 views on Stanford’s YouTube site at
gostanford.com. Here is the link to Shoji’s play:
http://www.gostanford.com/sports/m-volley/spec-rel/040709aab.html




MPSF Standings 2009 Roster

Team Overall Conf.

Pepperdine 20-3 18-3 No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown (High School)

UC Irvine 22-4 17-3 1 Erik Shoji L 6-0 Fr. Honolulu, Hawaii (Punahou School)

Cal State Northridge 22-6 15-6 2 Jarod Keller L 6-1 Sr. Scotts Valley, Calif. (Bellarmine College Prep)

Stanford 20-9 13-7 3 Miki Groppi S 6-4 Sr. Modena, Italy (ITAS Francesco Selmi)

USC 16-9 12-8 4 Charley Henrikson M 6-7 So. Lafayette, Calif. (Acalanes)

BYU 16-12 12-9 5 Evan Romero Opp 6-7 Jr. Miami Lakes, Fla. (Monsignor Pace)

Long Beach State 13-13 10-11 6  Jordan Inafuku L 6-0 So. Honolulu, Hawaii (Kamehameha)

UCLA 13-14 9-11 7 Brandon Williams M 6-6 Sr. Los Gatos, Calif. (Bellarmine College Prep)

UC San Diego 12-14 8-13 8  Garrett Dobbs OH/Opp 6-4 So. Dallas, Texas (Greenhill School)

Hawai’i 8-17 5-15 9  Brad Lawson OH 6-7 Fr. Honolulu, Hawaii (Iolani School)

UC Santa Barbara 8-18 4-17 10 Evan Barry S 6-3 Fr. Del Mar, Calif. (Torrey Pines)

Pacific 3-26 0-20 11 Ed Howell OH/Opp 6-7 Jr. San Diego, Calif. (Cathedral Catholic)
12 Kawika Shoji S 6-3 Jr. Honolulu, Hawaii (Iolani School)

Bison/AVCA Div. I-11 TOp 15 13 Jason Palacios OH 6-3 Jr. Manhattan Beach, Calif. (Mira Costa)
1, UC Irvine (22-4); 2, Pepperdine (19-3); 3, 14 Garrett Werner M 6-7 Jr. River Falls, WIS.. .(Nlcolet)

CS Northridge (22-6); 4, Stanford (20-9); 5, 15 Max Halvorson M 6-7 So. Honolulu, Hawaii (Ppnahou Schopl)

UusC (16-9), 6, BYU (16-1 1), 7, Penn St. (23_3), 16 Ian Connolly OH 6-3 So. Newport Beach, Cah.f. (Ma}ter Del)

8, Long Beach St. (13-13); 9, UCLA (13-14); 17 Dylan KOI‘dlC. OH/Opp 6-3 Fr. Hermosg Beach, Cahf. (Mira Costa)

10, UCSD (12-14); 11, Ohio St. (13-9); 12, 18 Cameron Chrlstoffers M 6-6 Sr. Yorba Linda, Cayf. (Esperanza)

Lewis (20-6); 13, UCSB (8-18); 14, Hawai’i (8- 21 Spencer. McLachlin OH 6-7 So. Honolulu, Hawaii (P}lnahou School)

17); 15t, Ball St. (15-8), Loyola -Chi. (14-9). 25 Gus Ellis M 6-6 Fr. Corona del Mar, Calif. (Corona del Mar)

Season Bests

INDIVIDUALS:
Kills: five sets 28 Evan Romero vs. UCLA (2/5)

four 24 Evan Romero vs. Pepperdine (2/13)

three 21 Evan Romero vs. Hawai'i (3/3)
Solo Blocks four 7 Evan Romero vs. Long Beach St. (1/30)
Total Blocks: five 1" Gus Ellis vs. Long Beach State (1/30)

four 9 Evan Romero vs. Long Beach State (1/9)
Aces: four 3 K. Shoji (1/10), McLachlin (1/9, 1/10), Romero (4/4)

three 4 Ed Howell vs. UC Santa Cruz (3/3)
Digs: five 24 Erik Shoji vs. BYU (4/10)

four 26 Erik Shoji vs. Pepperdine (2/13)

three 23 Erik Shoji vs. Hawai'i (2/28)
Assists: five 70 Kawika Shoji vs. UCLA (2/5)

four 60 Kawika Shoji vs. Pepperdine (2/13)

three 48 Kawika Shoji vs. Hawai'i (2/26)
TEAM:
Kills: five 87 vs. UCLA (2/5)

four 72 vs. Pepperdine (2/13)

three 61 vs. Hawai'i (2/26)
Blocks: five 18.5 vs. Long Beach State (1/30)

four 17.5 vs. Pepperdine (2/13)

three 13 vs. BYU (1/9)

2009 Starters

Match S MB MB OH OH OoPP L
BYU K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Long Beach State K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Cal State Northridge K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Pacific K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Ohio State K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Ball State K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at USC K. Shoji Williams  Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Pepperdine K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero E. Shoji
Long Beach State Barry Williams Ellis Lawson McLachlin Palacios  Keller
UC San Diego K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at UCLA K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at UC Irvine Barry Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero E. Shoji
Pepperdine K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero E. Shoji
usc K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Cal State Northridge K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
UC Santa Barbara K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Hawai'i K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Hawai'i K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
UC Santa Cruz Groppi Halvorson Ellis Lawson Howell Palacios  Inafuku
Lewis K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero E. Shoji
Lewis K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Cal Baptist K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Cal State Northridge K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
UC Santa Barbara K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
Pacific K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at Long Beach State K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
at UC San Diego K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
BYU K. Shoji Werner Ellis Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji
BYU K. Shoji Werner Williams Lawson McLachlin Romero  E. Shoji

Friday’s Opponent: UC Irvine

UC Irvine returned to the No. 1 spot this week in
the Bison/AVCA Div. I-1I Coaches Poll. It’s a spot the
Anteaters have held for four weeks this season, after first
taking over the top spot on March 16 and holding it for
three weeks. UCI is one of four teams be ranked No. 1 this
season, along with Penn State, Pepperdine and Cal State
Northridge. Sophomore outside hitter Jordan DuFault is
the reigning AVCA national Player of the Week. He had 31
kills and a .491 hitting percentage in victories over USC
and Pepperdine last week.

The UC Irvine Series

The Anteaters swept visiting Stanford on Feb. 6. UCI’s
Bryan Simmons was in on nine blocks in the match. In the
all-time series history, Stanford holds a 24-11 lead.

Saturday’s Opponent: UCLA

The No. 9 Bruins (13-14, 9-11) can clinch the eighth
and final spot in the MPSF tournament by winning one of
their final two matches, at Pacific on Friday, or at Stanford.
There also is a chance UCLA could gain the No. 7 spot, if
Long Beach State loses at UC San Diego on Friday. If so,
the Bruins would need to win both matches to get that spot.

The UCLA Series

The longstanding rivalry with UCLA has been mostly
one-sided. UCLA holds a 60-13 series lead and beat the
Cardinal in their only meeting this season, a five-setter in
Westwood on Feb. 5, despite a team season high of 28 kills
by Evan Romero.

Senior Night

Tonight will mark the final regular season home match
for four Stanford seniors and student assistant Joe Kay.

The seniors are: Cameron Christoffers, Miki Groppi,
Jarod Keller and Brandon Williams. They have been the
foundation for the Cardinal’s rise during their collegiate
careers from an also-ran to back into being one of the
nation’s elite programs.




Stanford Combined Team Statistics (as of Apr 11, 2009)

All matches
RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL
ALL GAMES 20-9 10-3 8-5 2-1
CONFERENCE 13-7 7-2 6-5 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 7-2 3-1 2-0 2-1
Attack Set Serve Dig Blocking
# Player sp K kis e ta pct a als| sa se sals| re| dig digls| bs ba total blk/s be| bhe| points
5 Romero, Evan 101| 435 431 168 995 .268| 12 012 24 78 0.24) 0| 145 144 13 76 89 088 8/ 0
9 Lawson, Brad 105 363 346 141 873 254 30 029 18 68 0.17| 32 168 160 10 57 67 064 7| O
21 McLachlin, Spencer 103 354 344 112 860 .281| 49 048 22 42 021 34/ 179 174 11 60 71 069 9| 0
14 Werner, Garrett 97| 165 1.70 33 316 418/ 10 010 9 31 009 1 30 031 10 9 106 1.09 10f O
12 Shoji, Kawika 100 111 111 29 185 .443|1251 12.51f 18 54 018 1| 194 194 10 48 58 058 10/ 3
7  Williams, Brandon 64| 113 177 26 189 460 2 0.03] 8 46 012 0] 23 036 2 52 54 084 4 1
25 Ellis, Gus 60 73 122 15 164 354 2 003/ 3 13 005 O 7 0121 9 69 78 130 11f O
13 Palacios, Jason 26| 17 065 7 36 .278) 1 004 4 13 015 2| 8 031 0 4 4 015 0 O
11 Howell, Ed 71 14 200 2 23 5221 0O 000f 4 4 0571 O 6 08 0 4 4 057 1] 0
15 Halvorson, Max 51 4 08 4 14 .000 0 000f O 2 000f] O 1 020 O 5 5 100 1] ©
10 Barry, Evan 77 2 029 3 8 -125 60 857 2 2 029 O 7 100f O 4 4 057 1] 1
6 Inafuku, Jordan 90) 2 002 0 210000 8 009f 1 9 o001f 3] 36 040 0 O 0 000 0 O
3 Groppi, Miki 55 0 000 1 2 -500f 55 1000 3 21 005 O 7 013) 0 O 0 000 0 O
16 Connolly, lan 100 2 020 1 5 200 0 000f O 4 000 O 1 0100 0 1 1 010 of O
2 Keller, Jarod 37/ 1 003 0 110000 3 008 O 3 000f 1 8 0221 0 O 0 000 0 1
1 Shoji, Erik 103 1 001 O 2 500 87 084 O O 0.00] 291410 398 0O O 0 000 0 O
18 Christoffers, Cam 5 0 000 O O .0000 0O 000f O 2 000f] O O 000f O O 0 000 0 O
17 Kordic, Dylan 1 0 000 O O .0000 O 000 O O 000f O O 000, 0 O 0 000 Of O
TEAM - - - - - - - - - - -1 3 - - - - - - - -
STANFORD 106(1657 15.63 542 3675 .303|1570 14.81| 116 392 1.09| 106(1230 11.60[ 65 476 303.0 2.86 63| 6
Opponents 106(1698 16.02 695 3847 .261|1583 14.93| 107 455 1.01| 114|1203 11.35| 58 448 282.0 2.66 82| 25
Team Statistics STAN QPP Date Opponent Score Score by set Att.
ATTACK Jan10  vs#5 Cal State Northridge L 1-3 30-21,20-30,27-30,20-30 197
Kills 1657 1698 +Jan 14 at Pacific Tigers W 30 30-27,30-26,30-25 164
Errors 542 695 Jan16  at#14 Ohio State W 3-0 30-28,30-26,36-34 913
Total Attacks 3675 3847 Jan17  at#13 Ball State W 3-0 30-20,32-30,30-22 3729
Attack Pct .303 261 +Jan23  atUSC L 03 22-30,29-31,23-30 500
Kills/Set 15.6 16.0 xJan24  at#4 Pepperdine L 03 25-30,26-30,26-30 1273
SET Jan9 vs Brigham Young W  3-0 30-25,30-24,30-18 0
Assists 1570 1583 +Jan30  LONG BEACH STATE W 32 26-30,24-30,33-31,31-29,15-8 700
Assists/Set 14.8 14.9 +Jan31  UC SAN DIEGO W 31 30-25,30-23,28-30,30-28 502
SERVE Jan9 vs Long Beach State W 31 28-30,30-26,30-19,30-27 0
Aces 116 107 *Feb 05  at UCLA L 23 36-34,30-26,21-30,27-30,11-15 471
Errors 392 455 Feb 6 at #3 UC Irvine L 03 25-30,23-30,22-30 753
Aces/Set 11 1.0 *Feb 13 #2 PEPPERDINE W 31 30-18,28-30,30-25,30-24 818
SERVE RECEPTIONS *Feb 14  USC L 03 29-31,28-30,25-30 572
Errors 106 114 *Feb 20  at#4 Cal State Northridge L 13 34-36,30-27,21-30,33-35 824
Errors/Set 1.0 1.1 *Feb 21  at#13 UC Santa Barbara W 32 30-26,26-30,24-30,30-21,15-13 287
Attempts 2180 2377 *Feb 26  at#11 HAWAII W 3-0 30-28,30-26,30-27 2585
Reception Pct 951 .952 *Feb 28  at#11 HAWAII W 3-0 30-27,30-21,30-26 3565
DEFENSE Mar03  UC SANTA CRUZ W 3-0 30-21,30-20,30-21 200
Digs 1230 1203 Mar06  #9 LEWIS W 3-0 30-20,30-28,30-21 500
Digs/Set 11.6 11.3 Mar07  #9LEWIS W 31 32-30,30-25,27-30,30-20 304
BLOCKING Mar21  CAL BAPTIST L 03 27-30,26-30,28-30 253
Block Solo 65 58 *Mar27  #2 CAL STATENORTHRIDGE W  3-1 30-27,34-32,30-32,30-22 471
Block Assist 476 448 *Mar28  #12 UC SANTA BARBARA W 31 30-24,30-19,23-30,30-24 464
Total Blocks 303.0 282.0 *Mar31  PACIFIC TIGERS W 3-0 30-22,30-23,30-18 225
Blocks/Set 2.9 2.7 *April 3 at#7 LONG BEACH STATE W 3-2 28-30,30-18,30-26,26-30,20-18 863
Block Errors 63 82 *Apr04  at#10 UC San Diego W 31 30-26,21-30,30-26,30-25 504
Ball handling errors 6 25 *Apr10  #6 BRIGHAM YOUNG L 23 30-26,31-33,24-30,30-26,11-15 1100
ATTENDANCE *Aprl1l  #6 BRIGHAM YOUNG W 3-0 30-24,30-19,30-19 860
Total 6969 16431
Dates/Avg Per Date 13/536 13/1264 Record in 3-set matches: 10-5
Neutral site #/Avg 3/66 Record in 4-set matches: 7-2
Current win streak 1 Record in 5-set matches: 3-2
Home win streak 1
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